
It is illegal for noncitizens to vote in federal or state elections in the United States. There is no evidence that     
unauthorized immigrants, green-card holders, or immigrants on temporary visas are voting in significant num-
bers, despite some claims that “millions” of noncitizens are voting in U.S. elections. In fact, audits by election offi-
cials and numerous studies reflect that voter fraud by noncitizens is extremely rare.

As of 1924, all states had banned noncitizens from voting in federal elections, and in 1996, Congress added crim-
inal penalties. Noncitizens face up to five years in federal prison for even registering to vote and illegal voting can 
trigger immigration consequences, including deportation.

Audits by election officials and numerous studies reflect that voter fraud by noncitizens is 
extremely rare.

Despite these federal and state prohibitions, and the absence of evidence that noncitizen voting is significant, 
a number of Republican elected officials have introduced measures that would mandate additional ID require-
ments for all voters or verification of eligibility.

Claims that migrants are being allowed into the United States so they can vote rest on the unfounded assump-
tion that immigrants can quickly become voters. But to become U.S. citizens and thus be eligible to vote, im-
migrants must first receive legal permanent residence (aka getting a green card) and typically spend five years 
in that status (three if married to a U.S. citizen) before becoming eligible to naturalize. In the case of migrants 
crossing the U.S.-Mexico border, they face a complicated path of a decade or longer to U.S. citizenship and may 
not ever have any pathway at all.

Lack of Evidence for Noncitizen Voting                                                              

Audits by state officials and studies from nonpartisan (and even conservative) organizations have found voter 
fraud by noncitizens is, as one organization described it, “exceedingly rare.” In fact, audits by several states show 
that there have been small numbers of noncitizens who registered to vote, often by mistake, with far fewer 
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casting ballots. For example, while a 2022 Georgia investigation found there were 1,634 incidents of noncitizens 
potentially attempting to register to vote between 1997 and 2022, these individuals were all blocked until they 
could provide proof of citizenship (if they had naturalized, for example).

Voter Registration and Verification of Eligibility to Vote                       

All states are required to use the same voter registration form for registering people to vote in federal elections. 
The form requires applicants to affirm, under penalty of perjury, that they are citizens. 

Many people are automatically registered to vote when they apply for a driver’s license. 
In some cases, this can lead to noncitizens mistakenly being registered to vote, though 
states regularly conduct audits of their databases to remove ineligible voters.  Typically, 
voter names are purged because of death, a move, or criminal conviction. The vast ma-
jority are U.S. citizens.

States verify voter identity and eligibility to vote using databases such as those from the fed-
eral Social Security Administration or state departments of motor vehicles. Some election of-
ficials have attempted large-scale voter rolls purges, but in many cases, the people removed 
were naturalized U.S. citizens who had to be reinstated. The Texas acting secretary of state 
resigned in 2019 after his office wrongly questioned the U.S. citizenship of nearly 100,000 
people. 

Voting-rights advocates have expressed opposition to proposed measures such as the SAVE 
Act, which would prescribe methods for proving U.S. citizenship, because millions of U.S.-
born citizens do not have ready access to birth certificates or passports and could be pre-
vented from exercising their right to vote.  

Voting in U.S. Federal Elections Is Incredibly Rare

A Heritage Foundation database of election fraud cases identified just 23 instances of noncitizen voting 
between 2003 and 2022.

Elections officials reported just .0001% of the 23.5 million votes cast in 42 jurisdictions surveyed were 
of suspected noncitizen voting, a Brennan Center for Justice study of the 2016 election found. Forty of 
the 42 jurisdictions reported no known incidents of noncitizen voting.

https://sos.ga.gov/news/secretary-raffensperger-refers-1600-noncitizen-registrants-local-das-gbi-state-election-board
https://thehill.com/homenews/state-watch/445682-texas-secretary-of-state-resigns-after-botched-voter-purge/
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/millions-americans-dont-have-documents-proving-their-citizenship-readily
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/analysis-opinion/millions-americans-dont-have-documents-proving-their-citizenship-readily
https://www.heritage.org/voterfraud/search?combine=citizenship&state=All&year=&case_type=All&fraud_type=All&page=0
https://www.brennancenter.org/our-work/research-reports/noncitizen-voting-missing-millions
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Voting in Local Elections                                                                                                     

While no state allows noncitizens to vote in federal or statewide elections, at least 16 U.S. jurisdictions permit 
noncitizens to vote in certain local elections, such as for school board, city council, or mayor. Relatively small 
numbers of noncitizens choose to vote in these local elections. 

A Small Number of U.S. Jurisdictions Permit Noncitizen Voting in Local Elections

California: 
San Francisco

Vermont:
Burlington, Montpelier, Winooski

Washington, DC

Maryland:
11 jurisdictions
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